The arguments for and against capping still go on, but it seems to me that there is a growing tendency to destroy all pulps exposed by caries?for a long time past I have given up trying to save exposed pulps.
Capping is very apt to fail from the fact that septic fluids have already been in contact with the pulp, and you cannot determine the date of exposure and injury; so when the pulp has been capped some time you find it becomes sensible to hot and cold fluids, then periostitis ensues. Our knowledge of the tooth structure has made us not so anxious to preserve the pulps, as we know that the dentine is in active communication with the cementum, which again derives its nutriment from the pericemental membrane, so that the tooth is not dependent upon the pulp for its life; but still we must remember that there is more work thrown on the vessels of the lining membrane after the death of the pulp- At times great benefit will be derived from a little medical treatment, the sulphides having a great effect on suppuration; the best of these is the calcium sulphide, which will often give the patient considerable relief.
I have put before you, as well as I am able in such a short paper, the various methods for the preservation of teeth after the death of the pulp; the retention of the roots in a healthy state will become no doubt of greater consequence as they are utilized more and more for mounting crowns and bridge-work.?The Dental Record.
